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Digiscrapping 101-2: TemplaTes anD elemenTs
Welcome back! I’m so glad you’re doing this with me. This will be the last tutorial in how to do a whole lay-
out.  After this one, we will be addressing specific situations.

Tutorial Goals1. 
Here is a list of the things I will cover in this tutorial:

How to use a layout template. `

Making a template work in your style. `

Re-color a simple element. `

Adjust shadows. `

How to avoid computer performance issues. `

Review2. 
In general, I’m not going to repeat what I’ve said be-
fore. Here is a list of what we did in the last tutorial so 
you can refer back to that if you need to. Numbers in 
parentheses are the section number where that topic 
is addressed in the last tutorial.

Basic parts of Photoshop Elements. (1, 13) `

Reorder layers. (2, 14) `

Create a new page file. (3)  `

Save your work. (4) `

Add objects like photos, papers, and ele- `
ments. (5-7, 13)

Basic photo color correction. (8) `

Crop photos and papers. (10, 15) `

Move objects around the page. (11) `

Resize objects. (16) `

Rotate objects. (19) `

Add text. (21) `

Change how the text appears. (22) `

Add shadows. (25) `

Save files for viewing on the web. (28) `

Get Ready!3. 
Download the template. 1. 

Pick out up to 3 photos to scrap. There are 3 in 2. 
the template. I am going to scrap some of our 
Christmas decorations.

Pick out a kit to use. I’m going to use the free holi-3. 
day kit from Miss Mint at Peppermint Creative. 
Her kits are usually free for a month, sometimes 
more.
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About Templates, Sketches, and Scraplifting4. 
A layout template is always a layered file the size of the page to be created. A sketch is usually not a layered 
file and is usually smaller than the page to be created. Sketches don’t even have to be digital — you can 
make them on a napkin and still follow them. 

Scraplifting is the adaptation of someone else’s 
layout with your own style, photos, and kits. It is 
perfectly okay to scraplift as long as you give credit 
to the person whose work inspired yours. In fact, it 
is considered a compliment and very much encour-
aged! I often use someone else’s layout as sketch or 
to inspire the style I want to achieve. More about 
style later.

Now comes the do-as-I-say, not-as-I-did part. This 
template is a scraplift of a layout which I saved for 
inspiration—but I saved it without the name of the 
original artist.  This was really wrong of me and I 
know better than that now. Here is the adorable lay-
out that I scraplifted. 

I searched for this file on the internet, but it is my 
belief that it was done for a digital scrapbooking site 
where I used to hang out but which no longer exists. 
The scrap2gether site was located in Israel and was 
lost in a bombing there! The site owners were forced to evacuate their homes for many months. Isn’t it amaz-
ing how things like this can connect you with current events?

Begin your layout5. 
Open the template and save it with your own file name. 

About the template: I’ve planned the white areas for photos, 
the gray scale ones for papers, the red for either elements or 
papers (we’ll see...), and the blue thing is a monogram. 

But part of what this tutorial is about is making it yours, so we’ll 
see! 

Add your papers into the template6. 
This is how I usually start. In fact, I usually start by adding way 
more papers than I’m actually going to use because I like to 
play with them until something clicks with me. You will devel-
op your own style. As you can see, I added all the papers in the 
kit into my file just above the background layer. 

Save your page!7. 
Save early, save often... I’m not going to keep repeating this. 
But I’m going to do it and if you don’t, do not blame me if 
something happens.
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What just happened? As you can see. the photo has been clipped to the shape of the mask. The photo has 
not changed size, or moved, but it is a different shape.

Before: After:

Add a photo8. 
I’m going to add my large photo to the page because 
I want to use it to pick which paper goes where. This 
is a picture of my new Mickey and Minnie tree top-
per. So cute! I add it above the large photo layer like 
so: 

Note that 
I’ve hidden the two strips layers above the photo to 
show what’s going to happen next. 

Pay attention because this is the essence of using 
templates and it makes things sooo easy! 

Use the template layer to mask your 9. 
photograph

With your photograph selected, go to the Layer 
Menu and select “Group with Previous.”  

The layer below the selected layer becomes the 
shape to which the photo is clipped. This is called a 
“clipping mask.” 
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Also notice a couple of other things. In the layers palette, the photo is now tied to the clipping layer with a 
little arrow. And if you look very closely, you will see that the “handles” indicating the dimensions of the pho-
tograph are still at the original dimensions. 

Fit your picture into the mask area.10. 
Your photo has not really changed at all—only the amount of it that you can see has changed. The photo 
can be moved or resized and magic will happen. I decide that I like the size of this picture, but I don’t want 
Mickey’s ear to be cut off like that. 

To move the picture, I select the move 
tool in the tool bar—the Arrow tool. I click 
on the picture and move it where I want 
it. The space it takes up does NOT change 
because I do not have the masking layer 
selected. All that happens is that different 
parts of the photo are seen. 

I also moved the photo up, so that we 
can see as much of the tree as possible. I 
could resize the picture the same way as 
usual, by hovering the move tool near the 
corner handles (which appear outside the 
mask), shift-clicking and dragging it to the 
new size. 

Magic! 
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Use the Masking Technique 11. 
to clip the four background 
papers to size

Next, arrange each of the papers you want 
to use above a strip or background layer 
and use a clipping mask to size it correctly. 
You might even want to learn the shortcut 
key for this one! Ctrl-G.

Here’s what I decided on. Of course, I re-
serve the right to change my mind later! 

Flatten layers to improve 12. 
performance

Digital scrapbook page files tend to get huge be-
cause of the large dimensions and number of layers. 
This makes things go very slowly.

One way to improve performance is to flatten layers 
as you create them. This means that the layers will be 
merged into one. 

When we flatten (merge) a layer with its clipping 
mask, we can no longer manipulate the layer sepa-
rately from the mask, but we do speed things up. I 
am going to flatten each of the paper strips and the 
photograph separately so I can work on shadows 
later. 

There are several ways to do this, here’s mine. In 
the Layers Palette, select the layers to be flattened 
together. Right click right there in the layers palette 
and select the menu item “Merge Layers”. 
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Go wild!13. 
Now it’s time to add your other photos and work on the elements. Remember that everything shown on my 
template is just a suggestion. Here’s some things you could do:

Delete one or both of the small photos to leave more room for journaling. `

Go hog wild with metallic elements, frames etc. This is very different from softer papers and stuff. `

Use the clipping technique to keep some of the shapes I have there for some of the elements. I plan  `
to use my tab shape and my ribbon shapes. Maybe ;-)

Rotate the whole page or flip it horizontally or vertically.  `

Rotate just the photos so they’re not so square to the page.  `

Add swirls, sparkles, etc., etc., etc. `

Some words on style14. 
I like my scrapbook pages to look like they could have been done using paper. My layouts tend to have a 
few elements, sometimes more than a few, but I seldom conceal much of the photos with them. I also don’t 
journal enough. Here are some very different pages, from different designers, so you can see different styles 
in action. Each one of these is a link and will take you to the designer’s gallery where you can see all the cred-
its and get a larger view if you like. It pays to experiment after you’ve done a few pages and are comfortable 
with the basics. Remember, you can afford to do a lot more—and make a lot more mistakes—digitally.  

I just realized I didn’t include any that have a lot of journaling. Or lots of photos, or doodles, or . . . 



Tutorial by--b for bearsafloat.net 7

Well, what are you waiting for? 15. 
Did you want to see what I wound up with? Here it is in a few different phases: 

In the first photo, I’ve used the red paper from the kit to 1. 
make the 3 scalloped ribbons using the masking technique. I 
recolored one of the scalloped pieces to be lighter still match-
ing one of the colors in the striped paper. 

To recolor an element or paper which is pretty much all one col-
or, select the layer it is on and go to the Enhance Menu/Adjust 
Color/Adjust Hue/Saturation. Slide the little triangles around on 
the bars and watch how your element changes. When you like 
the result, click Okay.

I also used the masking technique to make a white tag from the 
white paper. I resized the paper smaller to have more of the pat-
tern on the tag, not that you can tell here, LOL.

I tried out two of my favorite elements from Miss Mint’s 2. 
kit, the large metal snowflake thing and the snowflake overlay. I 
decided the overlay was just too fussy with all the different pat-
terns in the background, so it will disappear in the next frame.

I’ve also added drop shadows for depth. The shadow on the 
snowflake thing is a bit larger than the others, reflecting the fact 
that it would probably be higher off the page.

To resize a drop shadow, add the layer style then double click 
on the tiny little “f-in-a-circle” that appears on that layer. There 
will be a slider that can be used to make the shadow bigger or 
smaller. This is one area where Photoshop is much more power-
ful than Photoshop Elements, but you have to give up some-
thing to spend only 1/5 as much. 

I added my other photos and sized them to fit the space 3. 
on the template. 

I decided to find a frame that would echo the metal in the 
snowflake, so I went to my “stash”. The frame I chose was made 
by Tracy Sims. I liked it because the frame edge is about the 
same thickness as the pieces on the flake and the glass in the 
frame is like the gem in the middle of the flake. 

Instead of the elements and monogram, I decided to go with 
the scalloped mat provided by Miss Mint. I liked that it echos 
the scallops on the ribbons and the color at the left.

Finally, I added the year and a short title. The title looked bet-
ter in the lower right because of the intricacy of the snowflake 
element.

You can click on that last one to see it larger if you like. 

Another way to improve tool performance16. 
Once I get most stuff in my file, I often resize the whole image 
to 8 inches x 8 inches using the Image Menu/Resize/Image Size. 
This won’t work if you ever plan to print your image at 12 x 12, 
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but I like the 8 x 8 size because I can print it on my home printer. This saves a LOT of computing resources.

Save!17. 
Print your layout, save it for the web.18. 

Just like we did before. 

Wrap-Up—What did we just do?19. 
We learned how to:

Use templates and clipping masks to  `

Quickly size and position papers `

Quickly size and position photos `

Create simple elements from papers `

Recolor a simple element or paper by adjusting hue/saturation/brightness.  `

Resize a drop shadow on a layer `

Flatten layers to keep our file from being too complicated `

Resize our page file if our tool becomes painfully slow `

That’s a lot!! Hug yourself for me and let’s see those layouts!

Keep letting me know what to cover with these tutorials, please.

How I made tHIs tutorIal

First of all, honest feedback on the tutorial would be appreciated. I know I’m not very good at these, mostly 
because I keep on saying why you’re doing things. I don’t personally like tutorials which tell you to push but-
tons and not ask questions—but most tutorials are that way and I don’t know if what I do is helpful to you.

I used a great tool called SnagIt to capture my progress as I was creating my layout in Photoshop Elements. I 
used Adobe InDesign CS3 to create the tutorial and Adobe Acrobat to save it as a .pdf. 


